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CONEIDENTIAL MOSCOW 13719 
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TAGS: PEOR, UR 

SUBJECT: ERENCH-SOVIET CONSULTATIONS ON MIDDLE EAST 
REF: PARIS 28233 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR VIMONT'S MEETING WITH GROMYKO ON 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, TOOK PLACE AT THE INITIATIVE OE 
SOVIETS WHO WERE RESPONDING TO JOBERT'S COMPLAINT ABOUT 
LACK OE ADEQUATE ERENCH-SOVIET CONSULTATIONS ON MIDDLE 
EAST (REETEL). VIMONT TOLD ME THE SATURDAY MEETING WAS 
UNPRODUCTIVE. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN VIMONT ASKED ABOUT 
SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES BEING SENT TO MIDDLE EAST, 

GROMYKO CHARACTERIZED THEM AS "OBSERVERS" AND INDICATED THAT 
GROUP WOULD NUMBER ABOUT 70 INDIVIDUALS. 

2. GROMYKO-VIMONT MEETING ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, WAS 
UNDERTAKEN AT AMBASSADOR'S INITIATIVE. VIMONT'SPURPOSE WAS 
TO SMOKE OUT SOVIET VIEWS REGARDING MANNER IN WHICH 
SETTLEMENT MIGHT BE ACHIEVED IN MIDDLE EAST. GROMYKO 

WAS NOT EORTHCOMING. VIMONT SAID THAT GROMYKO'S REMARKS 
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POSITION. GROMYKO ARGUED FORCEFULLY FOR TOTAL 
EVACUATION OF ISRAELI FORCES FROM ALL OCCUPIED ARAB 
TERRITORIES. THE SOVIET UNION, GROMYKO ADDED, WAS 
OPPOSED TO REWARDING AGGRESSION IN ANY MANNER, INCLUDING 
MINOR BORDER RECTIFICATIONS. 

3. COMMENT: GROMYKO'S INTENT AT THIS TIME IS OBVIOUSLY 
TO TAKE A MAXIMUM POSITION AND TO AVOID GIVING THE 
ARABS ANY CAUSE FOR CRITICISM. SUCH POSTURE IS, 

OF COURSE, CONSISTENT WITH THE SOVIET PRACTICE OF AVOID- 
ING ANY COMMENT OR ACTION WHICH WOULD PLACE THE SOVIETS 
OUT IN FRONT OF THEIR ARAB CLIENTS. 

DUBS 
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